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7 IT'T-I plans to recycle food
waste into compost, biofuel

@timesgroup.com

Indore: Takingastep towards
achieving sustainable waste
management goal, Indian In-
stitute of Technology (IIT), In-
dore is mulling over recycling
food waste into compost and
biofuel.

The institute generates
around 1,000 kg of food waste
in the campus every day and
this waste will be converted
into manure that will be used
in the campus for gardening
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while the bio gas will be used
in the institute’s laboratory,
said an assistant professor
fromIIT on the sidelinesof the
conclave on sustainable waste
management.

Dr Ashootosh Mandpe, as-
sistant professor, department
of Civil Engineering, IIT-I sa-
id, “We generate about a ton of
organic waste in our campus,
this includes cooked food and
vegetable waste. The plan is to
develop a sustainable waste
management strategy that in-
cludes segregating organic
waste and converting it into

biogas and compost."

"Inapreliminary lab study;,
312mlbiogas/gm VS was obta-
ined in a BMP bottle study and
now we are planning to per-
form this study in a lab-based
reactor. This successful initial
experiment lays the ground-
work for a broader application
of biofuel production as part
of their long-term waste ma-
nagement plan,” he said.

Mandpe as a participant in
the sustainable waste mana-
gement organised by the Con-
federation of Indian Industry
(CII) spoke about linear and
circular economy.

IIT-I generates around 500-
700 kg of cooked food waste
and 300-400 kg of vegetable
waste every day. Thisfood was-
te includes leftover food, vege-
tables, fruits, egg shells, meat
and fish among other items.

“We have started the map-
ping of food waste generated
in the campus like from cante-
en, apartments and from other
places. Besides, we have shops
running in the campus that al-
so generates food waste, so
that is also being mapped for
coming up with a sustainable
plan for waste management,”
said Mandpe.
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New course to
handhold agri
entrepreneurs

Indore: Indian Institute of
Technology (IIT) Indore in col-
laboration with Chaudhary
Charan Singh National Insti-
tute of Agricultural Marke-
ting, Jaipur, has rolled out a
programme to handhold agri-
culture entrepreneurs in
adopting advanced technolo-
gy and address local challeng-
es.

The instituteshave been as-
sociated to address challenges
like uncertainties in weather
predictions, land constraints,
crop yield management, supp-
ly chain and need for modern
technologies.

A 3-day Agricultural Ent-
repreneurship Development
Training Program was hosted
at IIT-I starting Thursday. The
program is designed to foster
interaction among partici-
pants from different sectors,
focusing on technology, entre-
preneurship, and agriculture
so as to address challenges in
agriculture.

Professor Suhas Joshi, di-
rector, IIT Indore said, “The
importance of agriculture in
India’s economic and social fa-
bricis knowntoall and isa sig-
nificant contributor to the
GDP of the nation. It is high ti-
me that we address the real
problems faced by the farmers
through technological innova-
tions which should be availab-
le at an affordable price to
them.” “We should focus on
sustainable business models
for the benefit of farmers and
society. Through this program
we aim to empower partici-
pants with knowledge and in-
sights into modern agricultu-
ral practices, and entreprene-
urship,” he said. The event in-
cluded sessions on the
untapped potential of Agri-
tech, overview of Intellectual
Property Rights and Manage-
ment, entrepreneurship for
small farmers, understanding
markets in India, agricultural
innovation and biological in-
puts for soil health. The pro-
gram will also feature a field
visit to ICAR-Indian Institute
of Soybean Research. Tnn //
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