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SATELLITE CAMPUS ON HOLD; IiT INDORE
SET TO START PRELUDE CENTRE

'Iﬂ\e state government calls launch of the
centre as commencement of satellite

campus, the institute terms it ‘independent

ATUL GAUTAM
utyi\dom@fpjcomw j

Technical and fund related

issues are resolved but now

land has become a major
hurdle before the much-
talked IIT Indore’s Satellite

campus in Ujjain.

Putting the plan to start
the satellite campus from
session 2023-24 on hold till
its gets 100 acres of land, IT
Indore has decided to open
a prelude centre, as of now,
in the ancient town from
this week.

Union minister of educa-
tion Dharmendra Pradhan
is likely to visit Ujjain soon
for inaugurating the prel-
ude centre christened ‘Cen-
tre for Experiential Learn-
ing in Technology Innova-
tion and Entrepreneurship
(C-ELITE)".

The C-ELITE will operate
from a portion in Govern-
ment Engineering College
campus in Ujjain.

The institute has set up
three laboratories for Astro-
nomical Heritage, Tinker-
ing and Laser Technology
in the college.

While the state govern-
ment officials say that the
launch of C-ELITE will
mark the commencement of
the satellite campus in Uj-
jain, the institute authori-

ity’. Read full story for the catch

t1es disagree

‘This is an independent
centre which will be started
by IIT Indore. It is nota part
of IIT Indore’s satellite cam-
pus project. The satellite
campus will be made opera-
tional when we get land for
opening the same. However,
the C-ELITE will be merged
with the satellite campus
when it will open,” IIT In-
dore PRO Dr Sunil Kumar
said. While the claims are
not in the same line, there is
a catch.

Though the IIT Indore is
dubbing C-ELITE as ‘an in-
dependent centre’, it is be-
ing set up with 50 per cent
fund sharing scheme be-
tween the state government
and the institute.

While 50 per cent grant

will be given by the state
government, the remaining
share will be part of Central
grant under ‘Support to IITs’
scheme.

‘The Ministry of Education
has approved satellite cam-
pus named as Deep-Tech Re-
search and Discovery Cam-
pus (DRDC) of IIT Indore at
Ujjain on the basis 50 per
cent funding scheme. If C-
ELITE is being set up under
50 per cent funding scheme,
how can it be a separate cen-
tre,” a senior state govern-
ment officer who is associat-
ed with the project on condi-
tion of anonymity said.

1T Indore wants
land in one piece!

IIT Indore requires 100
acres of land for setting up
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satellite campus in Ujjain.
IIT Indore officials, includ-
ing director Prof Suhas
Joshi, inspected the land,
the state government has
offered to the institute, for
the satellite campus but it

isnot in one piece. One pri-

vate engineering college
and some private plots di-
vide the land. In addition,
the land consists of sever-
al thousands of trees
which can’t be chopped off
without taking permission
from the forest depart-
ment. So, the institute au-
thorities are seeking some
other land which is in one
piece with lesser number
of trees.

i The wait is over
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The centre will do cutting
edge research and do :
which will lead to the
growth of not only the city,
the state but also the
country.’ ;
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