Times of India (Indore), 30™ July 2024, Page-02

'In a first, II'T- to augment
afforestatlon on 50 ha land

TiMes NEws NETWORK

Indore: The Indian Institute
of Technology, Indore (II'T-I),
has beenselected by the mini-
stry of environment, forest
and climate change for Nagar
Van Yojana(NVY), aninitiati-
ve aimed at promoting urban
forestry and tree plantation
onvacantland.

IIT-I is the first technolo-

gy institute in the country .
and the sole educational in- -

stitute in Indore district cho-
sen under the National Com-
pensatory Afforestation
Fund Management and Plan-
ning Authority (CAMPA) for
theNVY.

An expanse of 50 hectare
of forest land will be earmar-
ked for development, focu-
sing on afforestation, enri-
ching forest quality through
assisted natural regenera-
tion, amplifying biodiversity,
enhancing wildlife habitats,
mitigatingforestfires, bolste-
ring forest protection, and
implementing soil and water
conservation measures, II'T-I
said ina statement.

A total of Rs 1.98 crore is
sanctioned for the project, sa-
idIIT-I.
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Ministry of
environment, forest
and climate change
have selected IIT-1

underNaaaer
Yojana

Suhas Joshi said, “II'T-Indore
was eyeing this project for qu-
itesome time, and we are hap-
py that we have been entrus-
ted with this responsibility.

IIT-Indore has been unique in

terms of conserving nature,
and we have been constantly
developing dams, ponds and
enhancing the natural habi-
tat. With this Van Vatika co-
ming up, we will have a uni-
queidentity aswearethefirst
T to get this. Before the
grant of this project, IIT-In-
dore had already been wor-

‘king on such projects, but the

grant of this project will furt-
her help expedite related acti-
vities.”

Under the NVY, the govt

aims to establish 400 Nagar
Vans and 200 Nagar Vatikas
across the nation during 2020-
21102024-25. ;i
CAMPA national CEO
Subhash Chandra said, “We
are aware of the adverse ef-
fects of climate change resul-
ting in droughts, flash floods
and cloud bursts. The change
in the rain cycle is also adver-

- sely affecting the productivi-

ty of land, resulting in the
birth of harmful insects and

- challenging food security.

Through these projects, we
intend to arrest soil degrada-
tion and improve water con-
tent in the rain fed rivers.”
“IIT-Indore may look for
the feasibility of having an
automated weather gatlon
on the campus and study ra-
infall pattern & biodiversity
which is crucial for s g
nature and climate. The insti-
tute should prepare a list of

- plants, which are aboriginal .

to this area, and improve the
baseline data of the biodiver-
sity and plant around 170 ty-
pes of trees which are unique
in central India. A study sho-
uld be conducted to see the ef-

4 velopgg s ucg bioc 1 it?y?-

hesaid.



