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In a first, IIT-I holds joint research
‘project Wlth UK umversﬂ:y

Our staff reporter

INDORE

Indian Institute of Technol-
ogy (IIT) Indore is conduct-
ing a joint research capacity
building project with the
University of Plymouth
(UoP), a leading university in
the United Kingdom (UK).
This is an initiative taken by
the Scheme for Promotion
of Academic and Research
Collaboration (SPARC) and
the UK-India Education and
Research Initiative (UKIERI)
to promote international
student exchanges between
India and UK. IIT Indore is
among one of the 11 univer-
sities which have been se-
lected for the project. The
project is jointly led by Prof
Sandeep Chaudhary from
IIT Indore and Dr Boksun
Kim from UoP, UK.

IIT Indore director Prof
Suhas Joshi said, ‘The pro-
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jectis focusing on inspiring
researchers of tomorrow in
sustainable concrete con-
struction. As a part of the
project, the students will be
learning best international
practices on using recycled
aggregates and trained to
implement them in the con-
struction industry. In this
project, 10 students from
II'T-I and 10 students from
UoP will take part in re-
search training, including a

one-month-long inter-
national exchange pro-
gramme. At present, a team
of 2 faculties and 8 students
from UK is at the Institute as
part of the project.

The joint research capac-
ity building project is de-
signed so that emerging
engineers can be trained to

- specialise in sustainable con-

struction practices. While
the Indian government has
been trying to promote sus-

tainable solutions, like use of
recycled aggregates, the
construction industry is still
finding it hard to adopt
them for general construc-
tion. One of the reasons for
this slow uptake is that the
current workforce lacks the
relevant skillset or motiva-
tion to adopt sustainable
construction practices. This
lack of skilled and motivated
workforce inspired Chaud-

hary to jointly design this

programme with Dr Kim,
who has been working on
similar concepts in other
South-east Asian countries.
Chaudhary said, ‘This
programme provides an ex-
cellent opportunity for
undergraduate students to
experience international
standards of research and
training at an early age, The
project is expected to inspire
more student exchange pro-
grammes focused on pre-
paring a skilled workforce
motivated to bring about
sustainable changes in our
community. The project is
desighed to prepare highly

motivated and skilled engin- |

eers who can bring on-
ground sustainable changes
in the construction industry’
This is the first time that the

institute is conducting anin-

ternational exchange pro-
gramme at this scale for
undergraduate students.



