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 Tree plantation was
required on both banks of
river Narmada to check soil
erosion, control silt in reser-
voirs and protect water
quality, said experts ata
seminar organised by IIT In-
dore here recently.

They addressed biodiver-
sity and ecological concerns
in integrated river basin
'management, discussed the
role of river morphology in
erosion and sedimentation
- and described empirical
‘models to quantify erosion
rates.

To note, the Centre for
Narmada River Basin Man-

agement Studies (cNar-
mada), IIT Indore, organised
a two-day workshop on ‘In-

tegrated Approaches to Nar-

‘mada River Basin
: Management’ recently. cNar-
- mada, initiated by the minis-

try of Jal Shakti, is
conducting a study on the
Condition Assessment and

Management Plan (CAMP)

for the Narmada river basin.

Jointly led by IIT Indore
and IIT Gandhinagar, with

- monitoring by cGanga at IIT

Kanpur, the project aims to
rejuvenate the Narmada and
restore its ecological health
impacted by human activ-
ities. It focuses on five key

| ecological concerns | i
armada to prevent soil erosion: Experts

pillars: unpolluted river flow
(nirmal dhara), continuous
river flow (aviral dhara), syn-
chronized conservation de-
velopment, connecting
people to river science and
management.

As many as 48 participants
from different organisations
across Madhya Pradesh at-

tended the event, which fea-
tured seven keynote lectures

- and several panel discussions

covering various aspects of
the Narmada.

Ashish Dutta, member-
Power, NCA, highlighted the
river’s significance and the
importance of academic in-
volvement in sustainable
management.

IIT Indore director Prof
Suhas Joshi emphasised the
importance of involving stu-
dents and faculty members
from various departments in
Narmada management pro-
jects, suggesting the devel-
opment of a mddel to
increase participation and
collaboration.

The convenor of cNar-

mada, Prof Manish Kumar
Goyal outlined the work-
shop’s objectives of fostering
collaboration and leveraging
advanced tools in integrated
river basin management.

He emphasised achieving
aviral and nirmal dhara
through a multidimensional
approach and collaboration.

Prof Vinod Tare, eminent
professor, stressed on treat-
ing rivers as living eco-
systems, advocating holistic
management practices that
balance human needs with
ecological preservation, He
highlighted the need for de-
centralised wastewater
treatment, rainwater har-
vesting and a circular water
economy.
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