Out of 282 resea"rch
B proposals 151 projects -
| chosen in the first phase'of

.+ MHRD’s _res_eaxch funding

| were submitted by IITs
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bl 2018 Scheme tor Promotion
of AcademzcandResearchCol
xlaboration (S?ARC) was Iaun
'ched with an aim to improve the
overall research ecosystem inthe
country, including private institu-
tions. However, stnct ehg1b1hty

criteria made the scheme Testric: -

Esf uve,_mth only COURLIy'S p_remler

- 'msntutesbeneflmngfmmlt Thls
year, out of a total of 282 research
* proposals made under the sche- &

me, 151 from various Indian Inst:—

“Based on the merit of propo-

initial SPARC funding. Mid-level

institutes will come in the fore-
front only after they collaborate.

more, streng‘ahen their faculty

and researches,” said Timothy A

Gonsalves, dlrector IIT Mandi.
Insntutes not as estabhshed

as 1Ts or Natlonal Institutes of

Technologv (NTTs) in terms of in-
frastructure and research faciliti-
es are still

| dependent.
on collabo-
rative’ re-
searches °
with pre-
mier insti-

L
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 tutes of Technology (IITs) of the
country have been selectedmthe :
firstphase. ;

~sals, IITs will get the majority of

>

tutes. “The criteria for the J’arst
phase did not a]low mid- -Iange in-
 stitutes to compete At the' mo-
_ ment, the scheme will target the
over_all_reéeaxch.sgenaﬁqthrough ;
collaborative projects. But, gra-
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INSTITUTES

- of ovezall top -100 are ehgih\ to
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dually in the upeommg phases
other institutes might be able to
participate directly,” said Adnut
Goswami, professor, IIT Kharag-

 purandjoint national coordinator

forSPARC. -

© “Initially, the' premler mstu:u- -

téssuchasIITs, NITs will lead the
way for average performing insti-

tut_es because of eligibility and_ ]

BB S 1

submit proposals, it automatical-
ly takes a number of mstltutmns

" out of the league,” adds Gonsal-

ves. Asmany as seven faculty—led'

Jbrojects have been selected from

IIT Mandi for the first phase of |

S SPARC scheme. Gonsalves gives

credit to the institute’s strong fo-

L . reign collaborations and network
. of visiting famllty for the selected

rese_archproposals :
“Students’ participation is li-

- mited at the moment. However,

PhDlevel students will get an op-
portunity to work at certain fore-
ign universities for-a period of

three months to one year, which

willbe funded throughthe SPARC

* grants. Also, a considerable amo-

unt of the research grant will be

spenton getting faculty and rese-

archers toIndia from foreign uni-
versities,” added Gonsalves.



