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8 die in Indore as EV ch 'rgmg

short-clrcult tnggers fire

_Loc_ked Doo;rs
Trap Family
And Relatives

Sagar.Choukse
@timesofindia.com

Indore: Eight members of a-

family, including children and
guests who had travelled from
Bihar for medical treatment,
were killed and three others
critically injured after amajor
fire broke out at a three-storey
P Full Coverage: » 2 & 2

residential building at Bn
jeshwari Annexenear Bengali
Square early on Wednesday.
The tragedy unfolded at ap-
proximately 3:30am attheresi-

Pl and fire dept cH i the wreckage of r a
/broke out in a house in Indore’s Brijeshwari Annexe on Wednesday

__ Prayin Bamale

PM CM condole deaths

ExpertsﬂagEV

dence Of Ma.an Pu»galia, a po. , g

lymer businessman. Accord-
ingto police and eyewitnesses,
a hatchback EV parked just
outside the house was plugged

circuit in the charger report

edly ignited the electricboard,
which quickly spread to a.

nearby powerpole

FSLtaeamswerewoﬂdngatth&a
spot till late evening, adding
that they briefed him about

ﬁndmg broken pieces of three
cylindersat thescene. Besides,
eight cylinders were earlier

taken out safely from the
- house. “Based on the latest in-
puts, we are also Qonsidermg

that three cylinders may
exploded in thefire,” hesaid.
 The deceased were nientl
fied as Manoj Pugalia (65), his
daughtwm-iaw Simran (30),

'sm'Chhom@.‘Z). Vnay’s daugh ’

P 'eightmembersofafamuy
reportedly dueto a short circuit
during EV charging, IIT Indore

- professor has flagged serious

into a charging point. A short- :W 1 asociated With

charging practices and

IIT-1 to develop SOP
for EV charging
gh)tate govt will rope in Indian
Institute of Technology,
Indore (11T- Indore) and hold
meetings with experts to
develop a standard operating

procedure (SOPs) for EV
chargingin residential areas,

lives in the

"premises “Around 10 LPG ..y

the house People heard two

mgs- As the car’s battery and

 faulty equipment. Prof Amod which will be implemented : X
 Umarikar, faculty at electrical acrossthestate. Themovewas  (ragedy. My sympathies
ingdeptsaidmostEV  promptedby the residential fire are with the families of the
2 ‘deceased. | pray to God for
: ﬁresam linked tobattery defects,  inBrijeshwari Annexe that tothed ol
 damaged cells, or claimed eightlives. Chief ;,_Peafe e epfg* i
 upsafechargingsystemswhile  minister Mohan Yadav has set ?::"15 A bsml;%is It" e
internal short circuits & up a high-level taskforce to ly to bear this loss
overheating. ™wP3 investigate the tragedy. mw P2 ~ Mohan Yadav | MP CM
, ‘tet‘Ruehika alias Tinu (35)and to three blasts, which was pos- /ﬁre,n'appingthesleepmgfam-
- Manoj'sgrandchildrenTanmay . sibly caused by exploding cyl-  ily upstairs. Thefire also reac-
' (8)and Rashi (12). - inders, making the situation hed the second floor through
- Commissioner of police evenmorecritical,” hesaid. an electric pole and bunch of
Santosh Singh said the blaze Withinminutes, theflames - fires hanging on it after catch-
may have been triggered by raced throughthehome’swir- ingtheflames.
an explosion in an electric  ing and ignited the decorative The building had three oc-
charging point for the hatch- POP (Plaster of Paris) ceil-  cupied floors, and rescue opes-
back car parked outside the
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IIT-1 prof flags EV charging
- risks, lists safety steps

Indore: After fire in the city
claimed eight members of a
family reportedly due to a
short circuit during EV
charging, IIT Indore profes-
sor has flagged serious safe-
ty risks associated with im-

culty at Electrical Enginee-
ring Department, IIT Indore,
said that the growing use of
home-basedEVchargmgse-
- tups has increased the need

| for awareness around safe

| practices, especially in.resi-

dential areas where ventila-

tion and electrical infrast-
‘mcnmemaynotalwaysbe

He said that most EV fi-
res are linked to battery de-
fects, damaged cells, or unsa-

fe charging systems while
internal short cirecuits, over-
heating, and poor electrical
connections can trigger fai-
lures that spread across the_.
battery pack.

“Using certified char-
ging equipment, proper in- -
stallation, and avoiding pro- ||
longed or unattended char-
gmgamcritxcalsafetysteps.
g in enclosed or po-
orlyventﬂatedspaceswnle- '
ad to heat build-up. Besides, |
physicaldamagetobattems‘
due to mishandling or cras-
hes can also increase the
risk of fire while overchar-
ging and non-standaﬁl equ~_
ipment further aggravate
the problem. Basic precau-
tionsmnsigniﬁcanﬂymﬂ&
ce the risk of such inci-
dents,” Umarikarsaid. ™w
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