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In a major setback for Chief
Minister Dr Mohan Yadav's
long-standing ambition to es-
tablish an IIT campus in his
hometown, the Union govern-

the proposal for a satellite
campus of IIT Indore in Ujjain,
to abandon the plan and focus
exclusively on expanding its
main campus in Indore.
| The Centre has de-
clined to grant the
mandatory approval
from the Union Cabi-
net, making it vir-
tually impossible for
the project to move for-
ward. The proposal, first
announced in 2020 when
Mohan Yadav was the state's
Higher Education Minister,
had been projected as a trans-
formative initiative for Ujjain's
higher education landscape.
Highly placed sources said
the Union government con-
) veyed its decision in un-

ment has effectively buried

e

equivocal terms,
advising II'T Indore
to shelve the Ujjain
proposal and instead
prioritise the institute’s ambi-
tious expansion at its Simrol
campus, estimated to cost
nearly Rs 1,200 crore.

"The institute has been
clearly told to forget about
opening a satellite campus in
Ujjain. The priority is expan-
sion of the existing campus,” a

/GETBACK | Union govt “rejects” mposal, asks institute to
prioritise expansion in Indore i

Centre pulls plug on IIT-I
UJ] ain satellite campus

senior [IT Indore official said
on condition of anonymity.
Officials said the Centre was
unconvinced about the aca-
demic and administrative ra-
tionale for setting up another
campus barely 50 kilometres
from the parent institute. It
stressed that the existing infra-
structure should first be fully
utilised and expanded before
any new campus is considered.
The sources further re-
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vealed that the umm govern-
ment advised IIT Indore to at-
tain  greater  financinl
self-reliance before proposing
Eve .fd ‘m"" p:opoul I
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taken up In the future,
should puhubly be outslde
Madhya Pradesh rather than
within the same state, the
sources added. (More on pg 9
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