Free Press (Indore), 29" October 2026, Page-6

INAUGURATED: Srijan Kendra and Visvesvaraya Hall of Residence

_IITs must reflect society's
asplratmns. Kakodkar
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Indian Institutes of Technol-

- ogy (IITs) should reflect so-

ciety’s aspirations, address:

real-life challenges and in-
spire transformation, said
Padma Vibhushan Dr Anil
- :Kakodkar during his visit to
the Indian Institute of Tech-
nology Indore (IIT Indore).

He emphasised the need for
leadership, indigenous inno-

vation, creativity and joyful
learning in higher education.

Kakodkar, chancéllor of
Homi Bhabha National Insti-
tute and former chairman of
‘the Atomic Energy Commis-
sion, interacted with faculty
members, inatgurated two
campus facilities and de-

livered a lecture on fostering -

joyful learning in higher edu-
cation. IIT Indore director
Prof Suhas S Joshi was pres-
ent on the occasion.

- During an interaction with
the deans and faculty
members of the Centre for
Pedagogy and Curricular Ex-
cellence (CPCE), Kakodkar
‘discussed teaching method-
ologies, curriculum devel-
opment @nd

innovative

- approaches to improving the

academic experience.

“IITs should be the mirror
of society—reflecting its as-
pirations, addressing real-life

challenges, responding to its-

changing needs and inspir-
ing -its transformation,” he
said.”

A key highlight of the visit
was the inauguration of Sri-
jamr Kendra, a Creative Craft

Centre established for the

entire IIT Indore community.
The centre aims to promote
creativity, hands-on learning
and practical skills through
activities such as bamboo
crafts, terracotta and pottery,

hand-weaving, block print-

ing and printmaking. It will
provide students, faculty

members and staff with an
inclusive space to explore
traditional crafts and engage
in creative expression.

- Kakodkar also inaugur-

ated  Visvesvaraya Hall of
Residence, a new residential
facility spread across 1,66,231
square feet. The facility has
more" than 370 rooms and
can accommodate 750 Stu-
dents. Equipped with mod-
ern facilities and furniture,
the hall will strengthen the

~ institute’s resldential infra-
* structure.
- Delivering a lecture titled

“Ensuring Joyful Learning in
the IITs”, Kakodkar called for
a shift from a culture of fol-
lowing established practices
to one that encourages

leadership, innovation and

- independent thinking: -

“Excellence is not merely a
destination; it is a continuous
journey of learning, innova-
tion and transformation. IITs -
must move beyond the mind-
set of followers and cultivate a

- culture of leadership, indigen-

ous innovation, creativity and
joyful learning,” he said.
Appreciating IIT Indore’s
developing academic eco-
system, he highlighted the
role of initiatives such as Sri-

jan Kendra in encouraging

experiential learning, cre-
ative thinking and practical:
problem-solving. He said
such- platforms could help
students translate their ideas
into meamngful solutions for

. society.-

- Joshi said IIT Indore was
committed to providing a
stimulating acadernic- en-
vironment that combines ex-
cellence in education and
research with experiential
learning and creative engage-
ment. He added that initiat-
ives such as Srijan Kendra
reflected the institute’s vision
of promotmg holistic devel-
opment and enriching the
campus experience.
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