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Indian Institute of Technology In-
}  dore (ITT-I) acting director Neelesh
Kumar Jain here on Sunday stated
that thes COVID-19 vaccine proj-
gcts undertaken by the institute
were being monitored at the high-
est level.
“We have got two projects which
are working on developing vac-

cinesefor coronavirus. Both of

themeare monitored at the PMO-
level,” he said during an online ad-

 dress to students and faculty mem-
bers on the occasion of Interna-
tional Yoga Day.
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Jain said that very few academic
institutions in the country are
working onsmaking. vaccinesfor

the: COVID-19 and IIT Indore is
among them. :

To resume research activities and
particularly to accelerate the re-
search related to coronavirus vac-

cine development, the institute has
asked all postdocs to come-and
. stay on the campus as commuting
- daily-from the city can’t be allowed.

But some postdocs, especially

. thoseswho are married, are reluc-

tant to come-and-reside on the
campus. They wantethe-same

privilege which has been extended

to some faculty members. So
faculty live in the city and visis
institute daily. Jain touched upon
the issue during his address on
Sunday.

“Ideal situation would have been

that all teaching and non-teaching

staff and all students remain inside

the campus at these difficult times

ofs COVID-19 as our campus is the

‘safest place in Indore. But we don't
‘'have enough residences for faculty

and staff members,” Jainsaid.
“We have 143 faculty members
against 54 available residential
units, Similarly, we have 220 staff
against 144 residential units in stu-
dio apartments. However, we have
surplus - hostel units. We have
around 750 students against our hos-
tel intake capacity of 2500 students.
Sostaff and faculty members Liv-
ing outside the campus have no
choice but to commute from the
¢ity daily, But students can be ac-
commodated easily;” he said.
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PMO monitoring our
Of late, some postdocs and PhD stu-

dents had written emails against

the institute’s order regarding

shifting to the campus, andJain

appealed: to- them not to write an-
gry emails, instead discuss their

issues with authorities. Clearing
the-air on the order, the director -
stated that those students: who
work on theoretical or computa-

‘tional aspects can stay at home.

“Only those students who are
- working on the experimental ag-
bect, are asked to come inside the
campus and compete quarantine
period so that they can work in
labs,” he added. IIT Indore was
among the residential institutes
‘Which anticipated theseffect of
COVID-19 and had taken early
stepssto-deal with it, During the
lockdown period, the institute re-
ceived 40 research proposals from .
its faculty members. “Of them, 25
proposals were related to. COVID-
19,” Jain said.» A
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