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"Covid-19 can mess with brain too: II'TI study

Times NEws NETWORK

Indore: Other than lungs,
Coronavirus may do more
- harmtothebrainof infected
person and long term conse-
quences can be scary cau-
sing multiple neurological
damages, claimed a study by

Indian Institute of Techno-

logy, Indore.

A study based on clinical
diagnosis of Covid-19 pati-
ents by team of researchers
at HT-Indore stressed on the
need to address increasing
incidents of neural dysfunc-
tions in infected individu-
als. :

Dr Hem Chandra Jha,

corresponding author of the
research and faculty at Bio-
sciences and Biomedical
Engineering at IIT, Indore
said, “The long term conse-
guences of SARS-CoV-2 are
very harmful as the virus
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may enter the brain and cau-
seneurological damages. As
the virus primarily attacks
lungs and stomach, much at-
tention isnotpaid on variab-
le neurological manifesta-
tions displayed by Covid-19
patients.”

The long term consequences of

- SARS-CoV-2 are very harmful as
the virus may enter the brain and
cause neurological damages, re-
search revealed

The patients display in-
flammation of brain and
membranes (meninges) sur-
rounding the brain, pointed
the study by Dr Hem Chand-
raJha, PhD scholars Shweta
Jakhmola, Omkar Indari
and intern Sayantani Chat-
terjee.

Researchers said other
than meningitis and encep-
halitis, patients display va-

riableneurological manifes-
tations like reduced ability
totaste, smell, vertigo, impa-
ired consciousness, seizu-
res, headache and dizziness.

Based on past reports of
virus-associated = studies

* concerning neuronal dama-
ge, the authors of the rese-

arch presented the plausible
modes of SARS-CoV-2 entry
into the nervous system

through the nose, blood stre-
am or through facial or in-
testinal nerves connected to
thebrain. ;

The research also sho-

‘wed that acute necrotizing
- hemorrhagic encephalopat-
_hy observed in Covid-19 bra-

in is a rare central nervous
system complication associ-

_ated with intracranial cyto-

kine storms.

A cytokine storm is an
overproduction of activa-
ting compounds (cytokines)
produced by the immune
cells which in a flu infection
oftenassociated withasurge
of activated immune cells
intothe lungs.




