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RE STUDY SUGGESTS THAT COVID-19 SUPBTS BE TESTED FOR MALARIA T00 IN AI.A!A ENDEMIC REGIONS

‘Steroids to patlents with C-19+ malaria could be fatal

OUR STAFF REPORTER
Indore

Steroids play a major role
in treatment of patients
contracting Covid-19 but if
they are suffering from
malaria along with coron-
avirus infection, then
steroids may prove fatal for
them, says a study con-
ducted by Indian Institute
of Technology Indore.

The study was conducted
by group leader of Infec-
tion Bioengineering Group

]
with other members of resdarch
team

at IIT Indore Dr Hem -

Chandra Jha on possible
impacts of plasmodium
falciparum (malaria) and
SARS-CoV-2 co-infection.

His students Omkar In-
dari and Budhadev Baral
besides Prof Nimal Kumar

- Mohakud and a team from -

KIMS, Odisha, joined Jha
in the research.

This is the first study ad-
dressing deadly neurological
impacts resulting from dual
infection of malaria parasite
and Covid-19 causing virus.

“The Covid-19 has affect-

~ed world including the ar-
-eas where malaria spread

is predominant. Malaria
and Covid-19 have many
overlapping symptoms like

. fever, body ache, nausea,

difficulty in breathing etc.

During this tough time of

pandemic, the patients
showing such symptoms
are treated by focusing on
chance of highly transmit-
ting SARS-CoV-2 virus.
Due to this, presence of
other infections like

malaria may face negli-
gence,” Jha said..

“Current study sheds
light on severity of such a
co-infection. The exaggera-

‘tion of host immune re-

sponse against parasite-
virus duo has been ob-
served in terms of haema-

‘tological and biochemical

reports. The study demon-
strated  worsening = of
health condition in very
less time span in co-infect-
ed scenario,” he added.
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