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INDORE: Indian Institute of
Technology (IIT) Indore direc-
tor Professor Pradeep Mathur
has said that the Madhya
Pradesh government has kept
them in the dark over allocation
of forestland and that he has nei-
ther received any official inti-
mation from the state govern-
ment nor union human resource
development ministry (MoHRD)
regarding trouble for their land
at Simrol, about 30 kilometre
from here. : 5
Mathur was reacting to news-
_ paper reports that the proposal
for the ITT-I was put on hold after
the environment ministry’s for-
est advisory committee rejected
the MP government’s proposal to
divert forestland for the institute.
Mathur told Hindustan Times,
“We are ready to look for alter-
nate site as a minimum of 500-
acre is required for the IIT cam-
pus.” There is confusion now
because II'T-I had performed the
ground breaking ceremony for
nearly 9-kms length boundary
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wall only a week back on IIT-1
second foundation day. The con-
struction was to start soon, but
now it is on hold.

Mathur claimed that he came
to know of the union environ-
ment ministry not granting
clearance for land use conver-

‘We're prepared for
another site: Mathur

CONFUSION CONFOUNDED State govt kept us in dark
over allocation of forestland, says |IT-I director

sion over 80-hectares of forest
land at Simrol. The State gov-
ernment had allotted 501-acre
land including some forest land
at Simrol, when the IIT start.

in July 2009. ;

Mathur said the state gov-
ernment did not tell them about
the hassles regarding the land.
There is a 198-acre pocket under
forest department. When IIT-I
conducted a survey for the 500-
acre campus those carrying out
the job were stopped by forest
officials on entering the said
pocket, It then came to light that
this land belonged to the forest
department.

Mathur said there are two
other contentious issues. Two
pockets of 40- acre and 29-acre
were being resided on. The state
government got it cleared for
IIT-I campus by granting mon-
etary compensation and land in
exchange for land. Though the
state government claimed to
have given compensation, peo-
plestill continue to encroach over
the land. Mathur said he had
taken up the issue with chief
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~“WE'RE READY TO LOOK
FOR ALTERNATE SITE’
secretary and district collec-
tor. Mathur said, “We are
. scheduled to go ahead with.
‘meeting for finalizing from .
among eight short listed:.econ-
tractors 1ncludlng six from
_abroad for preparing master
plan for the land”. s
~ He said, “The state gov- i
ernment had promised grant-
ing 500-acre land for settmg :
“up IIT'in the state. It is their'’
lookout how theydo it.- i
'There have been d¢lays on -
their part and the present hur-
dle also arose as the propos-
- al sent by state government..
for carrying out afforestation
drive on another land in
lieu of this forest land at -
_Simrol was found unsuitable”
~ for the purpose and scuttled
by the Union Env1ronment
1 'Mlmstry :
Students pleadmg anonyml =
ty expressed their dissatis-
faction with the state of affairs.
They opined that 41l IITs have
large grand campuses of their

/
own, while they are present
ly on a rented premtses an
all hopes of moving to nev
campus soon seem dashed wit!
this latest development /




