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IIT Indore professor
Avinash Sonawane from
the Department of Bio-
sciences and Biomedical
Engineering has received
the National Bio Entr@“re
neurship Award, 2021, in
the Drug Development
‘and Health Care category.
Sonawane received this
award for his innovation
in the development of the
novel asparaginase drug
to improve the treatment
of childhood primary and,
relapse blood cancer.

This prize was Sspon-
sored by Biocon Biologics-
India's largest biopharma-
ceutical company. More
than 2,500 registrants and
300 mnovators across In-.

~ dia participated in this
competition. The winners
Were selected aﬁer 4 ngor-
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 The Bmtechnology In-
: ,dustna} Research Assis-

tance Council (BIRAC),
Department of Biotech-
nology, Government of In-
dia; in partnership with
Centre for Cellular and

Molecular Platforms (C- |
.~ CAMP), Bengaluru, set up

the. BIRAC Regional En-
trepreneurship ~ Centre

- (BREC) with the ‘objective

of stimulating, ‘fostering
and enhancing innova-

_ tions of the Indian biotech

- Bio
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spiritof b1o-entrepreneur— 3

ship, particularly start-

ups, for creation of afford-
able products ‘addressing
the needs of the largest

section of §oc1ety TR
Every year, C-CAMP in
association with BIRAC,
organises the ‘National
Entrepreneursmp
Competition (NBEC), :
nationwide competition
to attract, 1dent1fy and

: nurture
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“IITI prof bags National Bio
Entrepreneurshlp Award, 2021

blo-entrepre~ “
neurs working on novel -
“and scalable business
ideas with s1gn1ﬁcant so-
c1e‘tal;zlmpact,

Over the past five years,
the NBEC has emerged as -

~ aflagship platform for bio- .
" ’"entrepreneurs and inno-

~vators in India to show-
case their deep science-
_ driven ideas and has cre-
ated a great impact. ;
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