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/I/T-I working on telescope for NASA’s project

To Be Part Of MISSIOII To Probe Formatlon of Umverse

i AshlshQaurITNN

_Indore. A radJ.o telescope be-/ !
- of - Ind:

ing built by f fa

- worked:before. ;
. A dedicated team of six-
-.member of the premier tech-
‘nology institute is busy work-
“ingon'the prototype of thetel-
-escope, the Rs-6 crore project
_fully funded by the IIT-I. The
“telescope will be inaugurated
_by Union minister of state for
-humanresources ShashiTha-
-roor in August 2013. Later, ad-
“vanced prototype of the tele-
scope will installed at
‘Ladakh, which will be part of
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Professor Peter Timbie of
University of Wisconsin-Ma-
dison visited the IIT-I in
March this year to discuss the
project. He'is also working on
along-term NASA project--de-
sign, construction and com-
missioning of next-gen satel-
lite to probe the origins of the
cogmos.

"The ‘experimental astro-
physics project is meant to de-
velop high range. telescope
that could also find objects

‘that are fainter and farther

away. Siddhartha Savyasachi
Malu, leader of the project,
said, “The technology we are

‘building will not only help in

communication technology,
but also improve radio signal
transmission and receiver.
Even top astrophysics insti-
tute does not invest in such
projects. We are thankful to
the director, who has taken
this step and has shown faith
in the team.” Malu has re-
fused the top jobs in the US af-
ter completing Masters from
University of OxfordandDoc-
torate from Unlversity of Wis-
consin-Madison to prove that

.India leads.in the sector. He is

assisted by Sarfraz Qureshi
and Pritpal Kaur Sandhu.
The project is interdisci-
plinary and other faculty
members are also assisting to
look after other aspects.
Along with Malu, I A Palani,
M Anabarsuand Pankaj Sach-
deva are working on develop-
ment of new and more sensi-
tive signal detector.
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‘Unique telescope to. adorn

Dongla observatory

TIMES NEWS NEI’WOhK

Ujjain: Astronomical study
would become more easy and
accurate as a 20-inch apeiture
telescope, the only of itskind in
Madhya Pradesh, is being in-
stalled at newly-developed Don-
gla observatory in Ujjain dis-
trict. The powerful optical

telescope can scan our galaxy’

(milky way) and other galaxies

to elicit data, said astro physics

professor Gopal Upadhyay, who
isassociated with the project.

State chief minister Shivraj
Singh Chouhan is scheduled to
dedicate the facility ceremo-
nially on Tuesday:

The professor said the tele-
scope could make available in-
sight into large scale structure
of universe and online observa-
tions will record celestial phe-
nomena such as supernovae ex-
plosions. The telescope has

motorized focus facility with
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German equatorial mount and
CCDimager. It isbeinginstalled
on 12 metre high pier to avoid
degradation of seeing due to
conviction.

The spot, where the tele-
scope is being installed, is sig-
nificant as thetropic of cancer
passes from there. On June 21
every year at 12 noon, shadow of
vertical object vanishes when
the sun comes exactly perpen- :
dicular The spot was first
searched and studied by noted
archaeologist late Padmashree

- Vishnu Shreedhar Vakankar af-

ter which the place was devel-
oped as observatory. MP Coun-
cil for Science & Technology
(MPCST) roped in to promote
Dongla on world astronomic
map. Senior RSS functionary
Suresh Soni, who was the man
behind the facility, said that set-
ting up of telescope would at-
tract more astronomical ex-
perts towards Dongla.




